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SUBJECT: FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN SPOKANE EXPOSITION 
DEPARTMENT: PLEASE REPEAT AS DEEMED ADVISABLE 

1. ECON/COM MIN CALLED ON BRUNET 

DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, MFA, DECEMBER 26 TO INQUIRE ABOUT 
STATUS OF FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN SPOKANE EXPOSITION. HE TOLD 
BRUNET HE HAD HEARD A DISTURBING RUMOR THAT IT WAS 
POSSIBLE THAT FRANCE WOULD NOT PARTICIPATE AFTER ALL. 

2. BRUNET REPLIED WITH CONSIDERABLE EMBARRASSMENT THAT 
HE WAS AFRAID THE RUMOR WAS TRUE. HE SAID PEOPLE IN 

THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT WITH MORE INFLUENCE THAN HIMSELF 

HAD GONE TO PRESIDENT POMPIDOU AND TOLD HIM THAT IT 

WOULD BE A WASTE OF MONEY FOR FRANCE TO PARTICIPATE 

IN THE EXPOSITION. ALTHOUGH A FINAL DECISION HAD NOT 

YET BEEN MADE HE SAID HE WAS VERY MUCH AFRAID IT WOULD BE 

NEGATIVE. HE SAID HE HAD ARGUED AT THE VERY LEAST THE 

GOF SHOULD GIVE US A PROMPT REPLY AND HE BELIEVED WE 

WOULD BE GETING A FORMAL REPLY BEFORE THE END OF THE 

YEAR. BRUNET SAID HE WAS VERY DISTRESSED THAT MATTERS 

HAD TURNED OUT THIS WAY NOT MERELY OR EVEN PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF 

THE EMBARRASSING POSITION IT HAD PUT HIM IN BUT, 
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RESPONSE TO SPOKANE'S INVITATION. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH IT WOULD SEEM FURTHER REPRESENTATIONS 
TO THE GOF WOULD BE FUTILE, WE WILL DEFER FINAL JDGMENT 
ON THIS POINT UNTIL WE HAVE ACTUALLY RECEIVED THE FORMAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOF DECISION. WE REGRET THAT 
SPOKANE'S HOPES FOR FRENCH PARTICIPATION NOW SEEM LIKELY 
TO BE DASHED, BUT WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT A CLEAR CUT "NO" 

WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO THE TERGIVERSATIONS WHICH WE HAVE 
HAD TO PUT UP WITH FOR THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS. 

STONE 
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